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_ of the Honourable 
Henry Booth Eſq; 


Spoken in GHEsTtR March 2. 168%, 
At his being Ele&ed one of the Knights of the Shire for that 
County, to | Trl in the Parliament, Summon'd to meet at Oxford 
the 2 1. of the ſaid Month, 


Gentlemen and Countreymiriz 


Muſt acknowledge that God hath been good unto me from my Cradle to this moment; 
"*and of all his Providences to methere is none for which l Davy groan rant to bleſs 

his holy name, than that he hath enabled. me to govern my ſelf and attions ſo, as to 

y=- yaur good opinion and kindnefs,and I cannot but own I haye your faygur accom- 
panied with all the obliging Circumſtances imaginable : for the firſt time that you were plea- 
fed ro. command my Service was.in the 18Years Parliament, upon the death of Sir Folk Lacy, 
who had ſerved you faithfully in that Parliament ; and though I was raw and unacquainred 
with thoſe affairs, and without any Tryal of my Integrity, you ventured all you had in 
my hands at a tine when England was in danger to he loſt for want of a Vote : For 
that Parliament chiefly confilted of ſuch as ſold their Country for private advantage, and 
would have ſold their King too, if they conld have made a better fmarket; I ſerved you 


*ſome time in that Parliament, at laſt it was Diſſolved, and a new one called,' and then as 


if yon had approved of what I did, you thought fit ro imploy me again in that Services 
t:0vgh you laid} him aſide who had been. my Colleague 3 that Parliament continued not 


long, but was Diſſolved, and a new one called ; and then again a third time you-thought 


me fit to repreſent you in Parliament, though as you had done before you ſet him alide 
whom you ha1 ſent along with me, and Choſe a new one in his room; but why youdid 
me {d Singular ah honour as to continue me in your Service two Parliaments together , 
and did not: the like to the other Gentlemen, it is nor for me togivye the reaſons of ir; 
thoſe are beſt known to your (-lves. This 1s now the fourth time that Ihave waired on 
you on the like occation, and it is not. a lelſening of your former kindueſs, that you have 
net changed my former Partner ; but rather a Confirmation of it, becauſe thar the firft 
time you haye continued him 1s when he apPcAFSLO be of my opinion ; aid that ay 
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to Preach ſeldom, and meddle with'State affairs more. 
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not been prevailed w_ to withdraw or diminiſh your fayour. 
Gentlemen,I humbly beg * drag Patience to ſpeak a few words in anſwer to what they fay 
cte-cry Amen+t0 their reportsand Storiesthe firſt thing they 


| reported, was that. would not ſtand again,but would declive your Service: but withall they 
give noreaſons for it, only it is ſo becauſe they ſaid it; but what reaſon there is to con» 


that I was killd without gl 
expected an implicit belief, 


mmiſlion ok tHe 
ould be ſ&Gra- 
; ajeſty tothirtk 
regard whatſoever, but when athing carries its 
oj cpgp how all their reports are 
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Upon the Fa- 


algns why. che. Son may rt be imployed 
2; but tht tobth Is; ; Biba) govern 
tEhtterss yet whether m tAig*they® deſign to 


ſerve you of Their own ends, I ſubmitto your Judgement ; but as to my own particular, 
they think the County highly that I have ſerved you in ſeveral Parliaments. Alas 
Gen} n, Ipoy; 1 RET fl inferiour in Parts and Learning to a great many, but 'in 
faj ſs eo.your felt jill ſubmit tonodnan; Hut if You would obſerve it, they 


would impoſe that upon you which they;wowld not haye deneto themſelves. If they have 
a Servant who eh ſeryed them pow ey ond Yiottake a new one in his room; be-. 


cauſe they daveſterra ined him ſeveral, years3iar you! nuft change your Members as oft as 
you have new Parliaments,though they: ſerve you well,;and you ovght tg hate them becauſe 
they would have it fo : for they give no better reaſons for it; but whertief they Teekyour 
good or their private regard I leave to.you todetermine. 

A Reyerend Gentleman at Northwich was pleaſed to tell you, that you muſt not chuſe 
the ſame Members again, for if you did, the King and Parliament would not agree., I won- 


"der how long he hath been one of the Kings Cabinet Council that he can tell ſo well before ; 
if we may belieye the greateſt Miniſters, ' 8 on otherwiſe, and that the King out of hi 
y 


gr acious diſpoſition to his people will d felf in that which is moſt dear, rather tha 
with his people, ſo that” either /he or-they are out 5 and. 1 am not "convinc 
that he is infallible, and am apt to believe - that- he is -in the wrong, ſince: I haye ob. 


ſerved thatthey are for the-moſt part miſtaken,” who take upon them to judge: of matrerg 


when they are at fo great a diſtance from Wiwe-Hall, though'it may be:remembred that 
this Gentleman hath an affair at Londor, requires his preſence much oftner than he is 
pleaſed to afford it 3 and but-that great wits are unhappy-<in ſhort . memories, that 
Gentleman could not have forgot thar if the Parliament had continued, one of his' Cloth 
had been ſeyerely reproved: for medling with matters not belonging to his Function, 
Imean Mr. Thomſen of Briſtol, and I hear there is ſo great a-number.; of the laſt Houſe 
choſen, and like to be choſen, that his fault will be remembred, which by the way, Gen- 
tlemen, is the Judgement of you in your choiceof me, you doing that which the reſt of the 
Nation hath done, and where any change is; it 'is' only to rejeCt thoſe that were ' Penſio- 
ners, or elſe vehemently ſuſpeed to be Mercenaries.” But'I could wiſh it were not the 

JPinion of too many, that the way to recommend themſelyes as true Sons of the Church is 

. I hear ſome have taken offence, becauſe at Northwich 1 did commend the laſt Houſe of 
Conmmons;truly Gentlemen I only gave it as my Opinion,and till the contrary doth appear 
Imuſt believe that for Riches,Integrity,Learning, Experience, and all things that are expedi- 
ent for Members of that Houſe, England never had a better ; and why the Parliament was 
Diſſolyed I know not, for they who adviſed it, have neither dared to own it, nor the 


reaſons for it. There is one thing I could not but take notice of, in the oppoſition 
1 that 
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2that hath beett nate agatittme 4 Tf you willivbſerye , [they are the perſons that” were 
! moſt inveterate-one agairilt attother'iy the diſpute! berweeu' Sri-Philip- Egerron atid my Cou: 
ſin Chollomondley ; but to oppbſethethey atevintited as\onthiah; If their new made Friend: 
ſhip be ſmeere; ind they have'this way to do it, I am very glad I have been the occaſion 
of their reconciliation ; but if in this matter alone they are cemented, then it doth diſco- 
_ ver,upon what principles they act, and they are to be blamed, and not the Gentlemen who 
were ſet up to oppoſe me ; for I believe them both to be very worthy men, one of them 
Is my Pane _ ro 1 him oo Service I can, and for the other he ſhall find me - 

3 Gentferyan if. he hathiokcaſion.to uſe mg. .4 ,, | ff 
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a ſhort time gocrecallect myth : there remains yet a general Charge which 1 deſire to ſpeak 
to; and tfuly it is ag heaty,tharge, acharge not tobe bod (f LAvere! guilty df i; They 
ſay I am an evil man as to the King and Church, 1 wiſh my accuſers had either fo much 
power or will to ſerve the King or Church as 1 have ; and becauſe I do not know my ſelf 
to be guilty as to either of them, I hold my ſelf obliged to fay ſomething in my Nacatjon: 
I know not where | ever gave my Vote to impair the Kings Prerogative';* fi r this is 
I 


:. my principletand over hath been-niy opinion, that the Kings Prerogativewhenvig 


8 for-the- good and Benefit of the People; and the Liberties and Properties of thePcopleare 


(for the ſupport -of --the: Crown and Kings Prerogative, '1when they areinot abuſed; bat 
- this bleſſed Harmony may-ſometimes he difordered either by the influence of ſome il} :Coun- 

Jelabout the King, who to-obtain-their own ends , do not care to ruin%their- King and 
(Maſter; or elſe from the reſtleſs Spirits of ſome-ambitious-men'of broken fortones,: who 
hope to repair them our of other mens Eſtates... But it ſeems that] and the Houſe -of Com- 
--mog5-are much to blame, becauſe by one of our Votes we forbid \the Peoplero lead Money: - 
upon the Revenue-by way of anticipation : E never-knew-K was a Crime 16 þaſs-aVote the 

Law had juſtified, -for the Law will maintain. every parb-of*-that Votez andtherefore: I 


need-ſay no more of it,- and beſides this is not a place to argne it-in.-  Asfor-my part P11 


do my beſt to preſerve the Kings Prerogative, and the way ro do itis neither-to add nar 
: diminiſh; for-to make a King abſolute is not to ſupport 'butpull down-his Prerogative; for 
' the King holds his Prerogative+by-the Law,and if that 'be:deftroy*d;the Title js tobe diſpu- 
-ted by the Sword, and he that-hath the ſharpeſt-will proye to have the beſt izight;* > Asto 
the Church I am for it as it is now Eſtabliſhed under Epiſcopary,bat I woukthave them'teo 
be ſuch as St.Paul to Tim. in his firſt Book and 3 chap.deſcribes,and when they live according- 
ly, I have as great a reverence for themas any man, - but when they live_otherwiſe they 
prove to be— -& a ruin of theChurch,and ought to be abhorr*d ofall true Chriſtians. And for 
CeremoniesT take them not to be neceſſary to Salyation,but for decency and order ſake,and 
I conceive,this Ceremony is ſo much the more neceflary,as it tends to the moreeffeftual uni. 
ting of Proteſtants, and to preſerve Peace and concord in the Church:l am of opinion the 
Chprch is in danger, and Vie:do-my beſt to ſupport it, and as the'caſe ſtands we mult either 
bring in Proteſtants or Papiſts ; 1am for bringing in Proteſtants, and that is my Crime;but 
you are pleaſed to judge me to bein the right. Now I will no longer doubt of my opinion] 
am ſure he that is againſt bringing in Proteſtants is for bringing in Papiſts; and whether it be 
more profitable to ſupport the Church by uniting of thoſe who differ in Ceremonies,or thoſe 
who differ in FundamentalsI think is very plain.Is he a wiſe man who if his houſe be falling, 
by reaſon of too much weight upon the roof, will lay more upon it, rather than propit u 
and take off ſome of the weight?So they who take the Church to conſiſt of Ceremonies, my 
pardon me that I am nor of their opinion, ſince the word of God warrants no ſuch thing,and 
my reaſon tells me that they are too much intereſted in the cauſe to be fir judges : for with 
them he is accounted a good Son of the Church, who keeps a great ſtir about Ceremonies, 
though he live neyer ſo ill a life, and perhaps is drunk when he performs his Devotion : but 
if a man ſeem tobe indifferent as to Ceremonies and make them no more than indeed they 
be, yet in Practice Conforms more than he that makes a greater noiſe about them,though he 
live never ſo godly a life, and as near as he can to therule of Gods word, yet he is a Fanatick 
and an enemy to the Church ; but God Almighty tells us he will have mercy and nor 
Sacrifice. | 
Gentlemen, They who accuſe me for an enemy to the King and Church have lefr you 
out of the ſtory; but I hope I ball not forget you, but remember on whoſe errand I am 
ſent; andas [I have hitherto ſtuck to your intereſt, I hope nothing will draw meaſlide from 
it, and if I know my own heart, I am perſwaded that neither rewards, threats, hopes nor 
fears wiil prevail upon me. I. deſire nothing but to promote Gods glory and the intereſt 
of the King and people, and if it ſhall pleafe God to let me ſee the Proteſtant Religion 
aad Government eſtabliſhed, I ſhall think I have lived long enough, and I ſhall be willing 
at 
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